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TO.T. Hi. RG RT 
WORSHIPEVLL. AND. 
wertuous Lady, the Lady * 
Brigit Haltewell of 
' Hai(ewell @r So- 
mer;er., 


TIFF 8 Adam, Tpray, pardon'my 
boldneſſe ; in that bemo 


SO Y onknywne, 1 dare thus 
ro preſſe vpor you'with theſe pas 
Þers. My excuſe i; he who fo /t 
mourd me topreach , and func? pere 
ſwaded me to publiſh this enſutyg 
Sermon , Would needs I ſhould ins 
ſcribe it to your Name, It was des 
livered at the Nuptials of your hopes 
full Feire ; inthat reſþe& , I know 
it ſhall frade acceptance. But yet the 
maine in{ucement to me , to come. 
mend it by this particular dire&ion 
to your Ladiſhip SW; the conſtant 

A 3 report 
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report I haue receined , of your good 
affeftion to the leaſt thmgs. f aſe 
ſurance of thus, I was the more em- 
boldened to preſent you With this 
Mite , Which if it ſhall afford any 
comfer either to your ſelfe, or to any 
other truly fearinz God, I haueall 
that T aimed at , in impartmg it to 
the common view. For Which end 1 
will follow it with my praiers , and 
to your Ladiſhip in particular wwill 
remaine, From Modbury, 


Atrue defirer of 
the only good, 


SAM HitrR ON 


Math. Chap. 9g. Ver. 15. 


Can the children of the Martage-cham- 
ber mourne , as lang as the Bride- 
groome ts with them ? But the daies 

all come when the Bridegroome 


ſhall be taken from you, and then ſhall 
they fat. 


df Scripture, as might 
- & occaſion me both to 
deliver ſomething agreeable to the 
cauſe of our preſent meeting , and 
withall to ſpeake that which might 
concerne vsall,as we be Chriſtians. 
A 4 Should 


FEingentreated to this 771, $.msn 
-.' ſeruice,rfiydelire was weprecched as 
; to handle ſome ſich *#9%* | 
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E=:-- Should 1 ſpeake nothing of Ma- 
riage duties, happe;y when had 
done, It migur be ſaid of fumc,yher 
73 | 'F is Sermon 1o the pre Je ent ah nes? 
St. ould ! treattherof only ? many 
(peri ps) migat goaway with a 
conce!t, that they had heard no- 
thing which did much 'concerne 
them. "This text I truſt {hall fie 
/ both turncs ; of which I wil! nor 
doubr to ay. , a5 lacob did of i s 
| pretended veniſon : 7he Lord hath 
* Gen, 27.29 brought 72 to my hangs *. 1 entreat 
youto lit vpand eat thereof, thar 
[your ſoules may bleſic mee, when 
you [hall ind - 14t I haue preſen- 
| ted you with ſuch ſauoury meat,as 
Ah either you doe louc , or els ought, 
| (if your ſtomakes be well afſe ted) 
to delire. 
The f-teofthe Touching this Text, I pray you 
os ina word to conceiue ehis much. 
Ceremonies hate been in all ages 
of the Church , becauſe of the di- 
uer{ity ofmens afietions an occa- 
{10p 


27 Wy T7 rrT ts 


- Sauiour. \Vhen he percetued how 
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ſion of contention. They which 
have agreed well rogerher in the 
Maine, yet ue dccn exceedingly 
heated, and ( az1s ſaid of Paul aid 
Barnabas *) /#rredone againit the * Att. rg. z9. 
otiuer inine Bye, and herevy tac 
chiete bu.ineite hath becenc mucn 
lette4, and the common enemie 
mucu aduantaged. Sathin (tae 
cnginer of all miſchiete) praQtized 
this ſtratazera in The daics of our 


the Truth grew and preuailed by 
the viiforme proceedings of lohn 
Baptiſt and Chriſt, he endenoured « 
tomakea Rent(1t it were poihble) 
betwixt them by promoting a 
queſtion about Fa/tizg. lohn tray- - . 
ned vp his diſciples in much out- | 
ard i{tr1tneſſe, the tollowcr; of 
our Sauiour lived (as might ſeem) 
afcer a more ea'ie faſhion. Here 
now grewaqueition ; How could 
the ti ecdomof Chriſts diſciples be 
juſtified without condemning the 
aulteritie 
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auſteritie of Tohn -: and if Iohns 


Htritnefle was good, ſurely then 


the libertie of Chriſt could not be 
approoued. This mooucd the wic 
ked Phariſees to taxe them borth,& 
toſay (asthey did) that the one 
had a Dewi], and the other was a 


eLuk.7.33-:4 Glutton © . This matter was ſet a 


foot by ſome of lohns approouers 
and the Phariſees joyned with 
them : indced to them it would 
haue been a 10y to haueſeen Chriſt 
and lohn by the eares. The chal- 
lenge is made ſomething peremp- 
rorily in the former verſe , Why doe 
not thy diſciples faj? ? Now my Text 
is Chriſts plea for clearing of him- 
ſeltz,and for deciding of the diffe- 
rence : Can the childrew of the mariage 
chamber mourne 7c. Wherein hee 
compares himſelte to a Bride- 
grome,and his Diſciples to the ſpe- 


ciall gueſts choſen to accompanie 


the Bridezroome. Now a Wed- 
ding (faith he) youall know, isa 


time 
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time of mirth,not of mourning,of 
\ feaſting not of faſting ; will you 
that I ſhould now ſtint my Diſci- 
ples as Iohn doth his ? Should 1, 
during the time of this my com- 
| fortablepreſence with them,apply 
them ro this ſadder courſe of fa- 
ſting ? It fitteth not with that plen- 
ty of reioycing, which my being 
among them doth afford. Indeed *- 
there is- a time approching , in 
which TI ſhall bee raken from them, 
 thatwill be a time of humiliation, 
then ſhall they Fat. Thus haue you 
the ſtate of this Scripture. 


For order in handling it, I will rteorder is 
follow this courſe. Sith it is a f{i- herding #2. 


militude fetched from ſucha buli- 
neſſe as hath given Being to this 
dayes mceting, I will firſt ſpeake of 
ſuch things,as out ofthe Text may 
concerne the preſent occaſion, and 
| then of ſuch things as were prin- 
cipally intended by our Sauiour 
and doe concerne vs all. Reſpe- 
Riuely 


I IEOEys a> 


— Q — — 


14, Cor.$.20./feed *,they are bu'ted inpreparing 
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fiue'y to the occation, I will treat 
of two particulars. 1. Theurle of 
a Bridegroome appiyed to Chrilt, 
2. The lawtuines of reioy.ing to- 
gether, when wee are calic.| to the 
companie of a Bridegroome. 

[cis manitelt roal who conceive 
ougit,that by thetitie of a Bride- 
groome Cur'Suuour ment h1mſecte. 
In Main. Chap.25.he which in the 
firlt verſc 13 called the Bridegroome, 
in tac chirteenth, 15 termed the /or 

*Cu...s, 9 man. | het burch is bis B2.o4eaT, 
T his lite i5 che time of Wooing & 
Pecrothing. The Miniſters of 
t:e Colpeil are the Bride:roomes 

* Toh. 2.29. freends < and ao beſeech,as in Chriſts 


the Church tor oe husband, and io 

preſent her as a pure virem onto 
22.Cor.11.:. Chrizft 8, The aſlurances are here 
. drawnevp, andhe hath given his 
word in his Word, vnto her, that 

-he will marry her vnto him for ener, 

am wA;ment , in mercy and in compa(- 


fion® 


4 
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fon *. Exrne.! is ginggays A 10YN» « rao. ».1g. 


ture 15 made, ihcethait.eantieret Eph. r. 4. 
annexed ith Chrift *, He (chdeih © Rom, 5. ipe 
kcreuver and anva tokens of lore, 


"Ir1 old "Y ; | Erh..3. 
ſpirituall 6/eſſinzs in heauenty thims ', * © 


thee ſhall not bee defriinte of any 


gift ®, Hce is but gone beforeto ® 2-Cor. 1-7. 
preparea place for her & her train 
in the many man:10ns of his Fa: 
thers houſe *, He will returne, and * Ioh. 14.2 z- 
the laſt day of the Word, ſhall be 
the firſt day of her ful enioying 


' him. Now theecryeth as the mo- 


ther of Siſera , Why is his chariot [8 

lonz , why tary the wheeles of kis cha- 

ri0t * ? and {tili begzeth with him «+ Iudg. 5. 28. 
by ſighes vnetiprefſable, Reinne 

my welb-loued ?, bur then the mari- ? ©2t-2-"7- 
age thall be conſummate, and thee 

{hall be euzr with the Lord %, Thus 3 Thel4-rte 
you ſee how weil the title of a 
Bridegroome agreetnvnto Chriſt : 

I wil not worke ſo muchas ] cou'd 

out of this tit'e,reſpeftine!y to the 

matter of Mariaze ; onely rhis: 


This 


The 1. Do, 


T4,5am.216,7, 


TPAl, 50. g. 


"Pal. 147.10, 


* Iob 34. 19. 


AR, 10.35. 
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This name given to Chriſt doth 
teach euery one that carieth the 
ſame titletwo things. 1. How to 
chuſe his Loue. 2. How to loue 
hischoiſe. Touching the former 
of thete I ſerdowne this dodrine. 
That in chsfing 4 ſpouſe there ought 
more reſpect tobe had to imward good- 
peſſe then to outward goods; Such 
hach been che courſe of this our 
Bridezroome. In ſeeking . of a 
Church and people to himfelte, 
whateye hath he caried ro nobili- 
tie of birth, to betternes of bloud, 
ro properneſle of perſon, to exat- 
neſfſe of beauty, to abundanceof 
wealth,coany manner of outward 
thing ? ee /eeth not a5 man ſeeth *. 
He craueth no bullacke out of the houſe, 
nor goate from the fold ©. Hee aeligh- 
teth not in the leas of any man *. He 
requeſteth not the rich more than the 


poore *, but in enery nation hethat fea- 


reth God and worketh righteoufneſſe is 
accepted with him * . All that he re- 
quireth 
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quireth is to feare himsto walke in his 


wayes and to loue him ?, His maine 7 Deur.10.13, 


expectation is, that his beloued be 


all glorious within *, that (hee be dec- *Pial45-13: 


ked inwardly with lowlines of mind *, 
the hid man of the heart is before him a 
thing much ſet by > . Now I demand, 
{hall bis example who is the author 
and finiſher of our Faith © bee of no 


. value ? Should not the ſame minde 


bee in ws , which was enen inhim © ? 
Should wee not ſhew forth the wer- 


*3.Pct.5.5. 


d 1.Pet. 3.4. 


© Heb.12,2. 


4 Phil.s. 5, 


tues of him that hath called vs © ? In- * *. Pct. 3. 9. 


deed intrue judgment, that which 
is to bee deſired of £ man ts his good- 
neſſe *, What is beauty without o1- 
derſtanding, but 454 Jewell of goldina 
ſwines ſnout 8 ? What benefit to 
haue 4 contentions woman with a wide 


. houſe ®? Better to dwell ina corner 


where one may lit dry,than to bee 
vexed with ſuch a continuall drop- 
ping *. Was Tezabel the better for 
her (gone t or had Ahabany whit 
the better bargaine in her becauſe 


ſhee 


f Pro. 19.33, 


s Pro. I I, 2 ho 


b Pro.21. 9% 


i Prou.tg.13. 
r2.King9.30. 
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3x, King, 16. ſhee was the daughter of a King 4? 
31, Better with Booz to take Rank 
trom among the gicancrs,and with 

Hacob, ro ſeruc {cucn yeercs tor a 

* 1. King, WENCI That keepeth {hcep, then to 
| ' 13. haveanidolatrous Maacah ® or a 
| | »2 King.r 1.1. (reacherous Athaliah ". The rule 

| ? 4laih. 6. 33+ Of /eerine the kinndoms of God firſt P 
ouzhtto take place in all our vn- 

deri rakings, elpecially in Mariage, 

of which the purpoſe in Gods or- 

4>Mal,z.15, daining itzis acodiy ſeed 3 : Iris the 
foundation of a famile, and 4 fa- 

milie ought+to be rhe modell of a 

| _. Church, and terctore in it, that 

| ſhould chiefly bee intended, b 

| which religion may be furttfred. 
| dr 1s. not denyed but outward 
| things inmatters of wedlock may 
be :ooked too. It 15 fr, that, as for 

yeeres, ſo for eſtate and meanes 
| tacre ſhould bea proportion, for 
> i.Cor.14. Gol 1s not the author of confuſion *. 
33 David was not apt by and by to 
entertainethe motion of marying 
| {0 
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fo mnchaboue his reach , 


the daughterofa King, 


bur the ſon of /þaithe Yeoma'&c.. 


It. 


as with 
himſelfe 


It is poffible for a man to be either: 
too baſe or too preſumptuous in 
tis choice. . Beſides, the rule of the 
Scripture, ( Parents lay wp" for the 


* children ©) bindeth toa care to dif * 3. Cer. 13, 


poſe ſo of them ; that as much as 
may bee, they may enioy , that 
morebleſ/tdthmy, to gine rather thas 
receiue * 1 Burthe queſtion is now * 4% 30-37- 
touching\the ſcope in the matter 
of choice; not whether Hagar & 
Sarah may dwcll together , but 
which. of the ewo muſt be Miftris. 
The ſpeciall thirig which muſt bee. 
ſought for,muſt bethis, to hatie an 
euen yake-fellow,which ſhal be fit 
in bearing/that.yok+ which Chriſt 


callerh ro-*. 


Our Bridegroome 


propoundeth this as the mainear- 
ticle in-his wooing .: iBe holy as Tan 
holy y. Allthe world ſhall not win y ,, pe. 1.16 
him to the /contra&,whete this 


B 


wants. 


f x, Sam. 38, 


_ 


I4s 


1Math.11.2g5 


*2,Cor6.15. 


aKing.1o.15. 


Te vſe. 


| d2.Sam rg. 
II. 
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wants. Hee will haue no concord 
with Behial *. This is the rule of 
choice. What faid lehu to Ionadab 
when hee was tollowing his courſe 
againſt the poſteritie ot Ahaband 
againſt Baal, 7s thy heart wpright as 
mine i, tengizemethyhand =: ſuch 
a queſtion were not amiſſe, for a 
mianto aske the woman, 1s thy heart 
as mine for matters of reliotonghus or 
thus am I, art thou ſo alſs ? then giue 
ne thy hand - Otherwile as Dauid 
faid to Mephibaſheth, why peakeff 
thou any more of thy matters * , what 
ſhould wee treat of portionsand 
10yntures, when wee be not like to 
agree together in the principall. 
 Tdemand now of you,haue the 
men of this generation no need to 
bee taught this leſſon ? I would 1 
could perſwade as many to learne 
it,as I know have need to betaughr 
it. Thetruth is, generally in mat- 
ters of choiſe, religion beareth the 
ſmalleſt troke, Mee thinkes, the 
| | | choice 


" KO Wa NY ei [D128 QOTS 8 


The Bridegroome.. 17 
choice of many about wiues,is like 
that in vſe about bargaines and 
farmes. The queſtions are(moltly) 
What « it worth beſides the rent? what 
houſe wpon it , how neerethe market, 
the mil, the ſand? W hen heare you? 
this; How neere the Charch, or what” 


Miniſier inthe Pariſh , or, what good 
Preacher dwelleth by ? Thus is it in 
this matter alſo ; thus 1t rurineth, 


what portion; what toynture;how much 
money in hapa-, -what [ecuritie for the 
rc/t ?£ Nota word, how forrenmion, 
what knowledze of God how arpoſenine 
thinos that conterne the kingdome of 
God ? Nay, thetruth 15, men are {0 
violentthis way , thatfearſely or- 
dinarie naturall contentmentsare 
looked vnto'as they ſhonld: where 
there may bea'goodlading of that 
thickeclay, which the Propherſpea- 


keth of ©, or that which Achſah; « Heb. +.6. 


Calebs daughter ctaued at her ma- 
riage,' ſprings aboue and ſprings be- 


neath 4, men will loue, they haue *1oſ. 15. 19. 


B 2 their 


*3,S3am. 13. 
17. 
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their affeftions at commaund. 
Wanton Dinah, {ubtle Dalilah,ſcor- 
ning 2fichol}, gainſaying Zipporah, 
who wcrenot like to bee entertai- 
ned vpon theſe termes ? Were {hee 
as obcdient as Sarah, as wile as De- 
berah,as religious as the Shnnamite, 
as deuout as Hannah, as well afte- 
ed tothe word as Lydia, yer {hall 
ſhce. bee thruſt out with as much 
contempt as Thamer was by  Am- 
20n,it {hee want theſe. Now,fie 
vpon this miliudgingage,nothing 
doth moredeclare the ſcarlitie of 
religion among men. The Atheni- 
ans de{jring to finde out their chil- 
drens inclination ,, that ſo they 
might direc them to ſuch callings 
as they were fitfor, would bring 


them intoaroome tull of all man- 


ner of inſtruments : look therfore 
what kinde of inſtrument any one 
did chuſe, and ſeemed to take de- 
light in,to that calling wherto thar 
inſtrument belonged,their _ 

108 
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fion was hee was diſpoſed. Soin 


this, the manner of mens choice 
doth proclaimetheir hearts. Ir 15a 
ſigne they haue no great loue to 


religion, firh they make fo ſmall * 


enquirie tor religion. Their maine 
call is for wealth, this ſheweth that 
their principall afte&tion is to the 
world.I pray God that that which 
is ſo powertull to diſcover this (in, 
may bee as effetuall to reforme it, 
that the guilty may lamentit, and 
they whichare yet to come to the 
occalion of {hewing their diſpolt- 
tion in it,may auoidit. And thus 
far of learning tochvſe. The next 
is of louing where we haue choſen. 

It is well knowen that Chriſts 
loue to his Church is the patterne 
of that loue which the husband 
oweth to his wifef. Now in 
Chriſts loue to. his Church two 
things eſpecially deſerue note. 1. 
Bountie ( hee withho!ds nothing 
which may bee for his Churches 


'B3 good 


f Eph. 5. 25. 
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good) 2 Perpetuity (he ncuer lea- 

ueth where heonceloueth) 7hawe 

lowed thee with an enerlaſting loue,ſaith 

+ Iere. 31. 3. heto his Church: 3 Hence weeare 
taught, firſt, That the Bridegroomes 
loxe to his beloued, ought to extend and 
reach as farre, as any necejatie in her 
| fball require a ſupply. Paul faith loue 
b1.C&13.4. 5 699rtiful * : And indeed this is 
| Bounty,to cary that hart to a wike, 
as to leaue {if it bee polſible) no 

neceſhity vnſupplied. Is not the 

} loueof Chriſt ro his Church ſuch? | 
Wherin may it betruly ſayd that 
he hath beene ſparing, or thar hee 
hath caried the matter with a pin- 
ching hand-? Hauing nothing 
dearer to himſelfe then himlſeife, 
yet in his loue he gaue himſelfe as an 
'Ephe 4.» Yffring onto God * : He hath bound 
himſelte by. promiſe to his ele, 

£1oh. 14.18, NOt tO leane them comfortleſſe © : he is 
touched with afeeling of every infirmi- 

Feb. 4.15- ty 5, and through his richgs he will ful- 
» til. 4. 1g. #8 aL ther neceſſities ® , Heere is the 
proportion 


The 2 ds, 
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proportion and ſcantling/of the 
husbands loue. What other thing 
is required when hee is called the «gph.,.2;. 
Head of the wife* but that he ſhould 
looke out euery way, toprote,to 
ſupply, to furniſh, ro remooue in- 
conueniences,to procurecomforts. 
Whatels is intended in that iniun- 
Aion, ſo ought men to loue their wines 
45 themſelues ® ? Who, vnleſle it be 
ſome hatefull miſeris pinching, to 
imſelfe? Now,the necefhties of a 
” wifewhich beto be ſupplied are of 
two ſorts ; either inward or out- 
ward. The inward (which reſpe& 
the ſoule) are chiefly to bee looked 
vnto, the ſoul being the more wor- 
thy part. The husband orghtto 
be vnto the wife a kinde ofdome- 
ſticall inftruKor. Whereforeels is -/ 
ſhe to acke him at home? ? and how z, cor.;e 
otherwiſe ſhall he be the gui of her © 
youth?,ifhe benotableand willing *Prov.2.47, 
to guide her feet in the way of peace®*, rLuks.rg. 
Outward wants muſt be regar 
| B 4 t00. 


* Eph. 5.28. 
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too. This is that which the ſpirit 

of God calleth, rhe fpreadmne of the 

Rath. 3. 9. Wing, [nouriſhing and cheriſhing ©. In- 

* Eph. 5.29. deed I may fay as Lot did in ano- 

ther cile,lWherefore els is ſhe come wi- 

"Gen.r9.8. der the Husbands roofe * ? There 

muſt bee mainetenance accor- 

xing to her ranke and that with 

cheerefulneſſe. (Chriſt leadeth his 

Church with benetits and that vn- 

ſoughtto); And there mult be due 

imployment ; her husbands Heart 

3 Pro, 31, x1. Mult rain her *. There is no loue 

wherethere is niggardlineſſe,in the 

one,and caulcles {u{pirion in the 0+ 

ther. Heere is the bounty ofloue : 

a tender and a kindereſpett had to 
euery need. 

\. This reprooueth the common 
« neglet. Husbands ſeeke little to 
« further thefaluation of their wines: 
« ſome cannot doe it, ſo great 1s their 
« ignorance, and ſome care notto do 
« it, ſo little is their conſcience, But 
« if ty wife diein her —_— 
= 


The wſc. 1. 
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thy default, thy not teaching, thy 


nor admonithing, thy not praying 
with her and for her, God wiilre- 
quire her bloug at thyhands. Thou 
art liable tq account for the ſoule 
of rhy ſ{cruant, euen his which is 


belind the ewes Y , or at the mill *, 1778.71. 


much more for hers which heth ir 
thy beſome *,and is ordained 'to bee 
an herre with thee of the grace of life®. 

Secondly this taxeth the ſtraight- 
neſſe of many husbands in matters 
of outward conueniency : there 1s 


| ſcarcely ought to be gotten. from 


them except it be euen wrung out 
by impoxtunitie, or wrought out 
by ſome indirettand vnivſtifiable 
meanes: Thereis I know an extre- 
rity of too much vxoriouſneſle, 
ſuch as is in ſome who are forward 
to further euery vaine and idle hu- 
mour of the wife. But there muſt 
bea meane betwixtaſparing anda 
diſſolute. hand. 4 good man deth 
meaſure his affaires by indgement © - 
2n 


*Ex0d.11.5« 


» Deu.r 26. 


b;.Petc.3.7. 


2 
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61 Cor. r3.4- and Zoue «s it is bounti wl,4 ſoitis di- 


* [3 pxXorem do 
lienam 0m#u d= 
wr inrps, in 


ſcrect, for itre:oyceth not in Intquity®. 
To anorher mans wife all loue is 


ſuzmrmmins., diſhonelt: ſo is too much to a mans 


Hicr. 


The third do. 


owne not commendable. There 
miy be dotageat home, as well as 
adulterie abroad. Remember the 
patterne.Chriſt leaueth the church 
neither in want,nor 1n wantoneſle, 
he will ſupply her in the one, and 
cut her ſhort in the other. Thus 
farre ofthe Bounty of Loue. 

The ſecond thing imitable in 


Chrilts loue 1s Perpetuity. The 
Dottrine 1s, That the husbands loue to 
his wife muſt bee continued in ſtedfaſt- 
xeſſe tothe end. This is theglory of 
our Bridegroome, where hce lou- 
erohn. 13. x. Et lourth to the end © : His gifts & 
Rom. 11-29: calliz7254re without repentance 5 : No- 
thing is able to ſeperate from his 
» Rom. 8.39. Loue . If there be a ſmall fault hee 
hides it, heremits it, hee may cha- 
ſten it, buthe will nor caſt of for it. 
When 15 a man weary of loue to 


himſelfe? 


ws. 


Os 


Cans ddl... NE. I. 
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himſelfe? When is the head become 


' anencmy to a limme, if it haveaJ 


deformity ? Nay itGoth both tend 

and tender it ſo much the more. 

Thereis nothing hath right to the 

aboliſhment ofa mans loue to his 

wife, but that which maketh her no 

Wife, and that 15, Adultery or 

death : and yet euen after death 

there ought to beea reſpett to her 

memory , and after her ſeparation 

for edakerkdg loue of pity,though” 

not ofdelight. Retoyce with the ya 

of thy youth, let her breaſtes ſatisfie thee 

at all times *. Conſtancy is the : p,,, $194 

crowne of cuery good action ; In- 

deed good 15 not good, if it be not 

perpetuall; and it is one of the qua- | 

lities of Lowe not to fall away *, ' *1.Cor.ry. 8 
This condemneth the inconſtan- Ze »: 

cy of many mens affe&tions. Seneca 

ſpeaketh of one,who was ſo fond, 

that he tied his wife to him with 

his garter : forſooth he could nor 

endure her out of his ſight. Such 

violent 


{ Pc0. 19. 11. 


« 


» x-Per. 4.8. 


| * Eph. 4. 36, 
4; 
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violent loueis in ſome in the daics 
of their firſt acquaintance, that 
they ſcarſe can tell whar belongs to 
comlines, which yet in time loath 
as much,as they were ouer aboun- 
dantly kind inthe beginning. Iris 
the glory of mariage when there is 


botha continuance and a grouth, 


ofloue, forhar the laſt parting at 
teteth, with greater griefe, then 
the firft meeting ſatisfied with 
content. He that would further 
this had necd of good diſcretion. 
It muſtbe his glory vo paſſe by many 
offences | ; and to temper himſcife 
rom the over-quicke apprehen(t- 
on ofeuery occalion of diſtaſt. His 
Loue mult cover, ® yea and labour 
to recouer a multitnde of defetts. 
Bitternes and violence muſt be no 
gueſts in his houſe, and ofall other 
Wraths, it were pity the Sunne 
ſhould go downe wpon his ® to his 
wife. The more tender the loue, 


{the more hard to be ſodered, when 


it 


1 
4 
) 
| 
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. k hath receiuedacracke. I may fay 


of luch breaches as Solomon doth of 
choſe betwixt Brethren, they are 45 
the barres. of 4 Palace * ; tis not ea- 
lie to diſlolue them. Theſe things 
muſt be watched againſt, thar loue 
may bee perpetual] . Thus much 
how: euery: bridegroome may 
learne of this,grand Bridegroome, 
how to'chuſe his loue and how.to 
loue his, choice. In chuling letre- 
ligion he the maine .cnquiry. In 
louing let there be. bounty toſup=  - 
ply, euery want,, and conttancyto , 
keep the afkeRion ſtrong ynto the 
End. |. S555 2007 
Now leſtLſhould be thought to 
giue inftructjons but. by halues, a 
word let meadde touching; herto 
whom - the,-Bridegroomes. loue 
mult be thus. þountitull,, thus pers 
peruall. Outpfhis duty {hee may, 
wdpe of hers., Is he. bound es loue 
and ſhall ic be, free for her, to an- 
ſwere his goodiaftetion with neg: 
SETS | ect. 


* Pco. 18.19. 
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le&t.If he muſt be bountifull,furely 
the mult pe dutifull, ifthe muſt not - 
ſparetoſupplic her, thee mult not 
faile to ovey him, If his loue muſt 
be tocher without change, her fa- 
ſhion muſt be ſuch- to hum as may 
occaiton no diſtatt. Hee muſt. in- 
ſtru&t, ſhe muſt learne ; he mult 
guide, ſhe muſt follow,he muſt ad- 
monilh, ſhe muſt hearkxen ; he muſt 
allow her cheerefully out of his e- 
ſtate, ſhe mult conforme her ſelfe 
contentedly to his eſtate. He muſt 
not ſtraiten her, and ſhe muſt nor 
vndochim: he muſt truſther, and 
{ke muſt not deceiue him : he muſt 
nor be bitter, and ſhe muſt not be 
ſtout. Ina word he muſt ever ac- 

count her for his Love, and- thee 

muſt evereſtceme him as her head. 

Here is a ſweet proportion. I wiſh 

it to you that are eſpouſed this 

day, it ſhalbe better vnto you then 
both your eſtates.” So much ofthat 

which is to be noted out of the {F- 

© militude, 
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militude, agreably to the preſent 
occaiion.:. 

The next generall thing is the 
Lawtulnes of reioycing, when we 
are called to the company of the 
Bridegroome. Qur Sauiour ſecret- 
ly inlinuateth this.to be lawtull: 
tor out of the frcedome to be more 
cheerefull then vſuallata Mariage, 
he iuſtifieth his courſe of not bin- 
ding his diſciples to the ſeuerity of 
faſting, whiles he was preſent. The 


Dottrine is thus. That there is a laws 7** 4 Pot: 


fulnes of mutuall. Retoycing at Mariage 
Solenmities. I have alreadie:made ir 
to appeare how this Do&rine 
ſpringeth hence. - Chri{t buildeth 
vpon this generall ground, that a 
Mariage is'rathera time of gladnes 
then of monrning. It 1s. well 
knowne that our Sauiour himie.fe, 
beingthereunto inuited , afforded 
his preſence at a Mariage feaſt-in 
Canaot Galile, yea and by his firſt 


miracle ſupplicd there the lacke of  .. 


« wine, 


II. 6s. 5. 


eMatch, 22. 


\Gen,z1, 8. 


*(3c0.43+ 3b» 


Neh. 8. 10. 
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wine, ? a (ufficient teſtimonie of 
the lawfulneſle of the liberall vie of , 
the creatures of God vpon ſuch an 
occalion. Iremember how in the 
Propher1, the Lord deſcribeth the 
contentment he takethin his cho- 
ſen, by that ioy which is vpon the 
mariage day : 41 4 Bridegroome ts 
glad of the Bride,ſo ſhall thy God reiaice 
over thee. With this ſortes the pa- 
rable,in which the ihuuing & cal- 
ling of men by the Goſpell ro the 
grace of God, is thadowed out by 
« Mariaze-jeaſf,celebrated by a king 
at.che' nuptials of his ſonne, ro 
which many are entreated *. Such. 
courſes we read in Scriptures vpon 
like occalions, as Abrahams feaſt 
at Ifaacks weaning *, Ioſephs feaſt 
at the entertainment of his bre- 
thren'*, the peoples feaſt after the 
returne from captiuitie, when the 
law had been expounded totthem, 
*the lewes feaſt, vpon their delive- 


* Efter, 9. 33» rance from Hamans confpiracy *, 


In 


[ 
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In the primitive Church they had 
Lone-feaſts Y. In a word, our Saui-,, 
ours dire&tion how a man ſhould 
demeane himlſelfe being inuited to 
a Mariage-feaſt, * is a ſufhcient iu- *Luk.rg.7. 
ſtification of this point : for had + 
the courſe been vnlawiul, he would | 
rather haue vtterly inhibited it 
then hauedeliuered rules of beha- 
utouratit. 
The vſeis not,to perſwade to this The »/e. 
cauſe, or to vrgeit,tor although we 
may doe it, yet weare not bound 
to do it) but toinforme vs heerein 
out of Gods Word, thagwe may 
behaue our ſelues in things of this 
nature as Men of knowledge,which is 
the true ſeafoning- vato euery 
courſe. S. Paul faith that the crea- 
tnres of God are [anttified by the Word. | 
* Euery maneates, and eating 1n , ,,Tim.4.g. | 
it owne nature is not vnlawful, but 
yereuery mans eating is not Jaw- 
tull ; So, there isa generall vſe of 
Mariage-feaſts, and a Mariage-feaſt 
in it owne nature is lawfull, bur 
\Þ yet 


dRom.14.2 3 
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yer cuery mans vling of itis nor 
good : and why ? becauſe it is not 
fanitifiedwnto him by the Word, hee 
goeth to it at aduenture, his conſci- 
ence not having any dire&tion and 
guidance from the Word, and fo 
that which is lawtull in it ſelfe be- 
cometh a {inne vnto him. Ir is a 
good courſe fora Chriſtian to bee ' 
ſure of his warrant for hs 4ons. 
1 hatſocner is not of faith s ſinne®* . A- 
gaine, the lawfulneſle of the thing, 
bindes to a care to take heed of vn- 
lawfulnefle inthe vie. There be no 
greater [ins committed then in the 
abuſe of lawfull thirigs. The name 
of (lawful) carieth vs headlong into 
euill betore we be ware. Is it not 
lawfullto be mery,lawtfull ro drink 
wine, lawfull to feaſt, lawfull to 
make good checre,lawfull to weare 
good clothes ? yes verily ; bur vn- 
der theſe precepts, -ome in riot, [u- 
xury, intemperance, pride, and a 
floud ofeuils. A Chriſtian hath ne- 
ver more necd to feare himfelfe, 
rhen 
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then when heeis to have ro doe in 
ſuch things, which in themſelues 
may be vſed. Hee is never, inany 
thing, ſo ſubiett to a fall, eſpecially 
in ſuch meetings to ſolemne feaſts, 
leſt the Table of plentie ſhould be- 
come 4/nare © vnto him. Iob was « pry, 69. 2x 
very icalous of his children, that ber 
they blaphemed God in their hearts © *Tob.1. x, 
when they were at thelr feaſts. 
What great euils doe wee findein 
Scripture , to haue accompanied 
ſome great feaſtings,where rhe fear 
of God hath not beene. Ar Nabals, 
drunkennes ©; at Abſhaloms,mur- , . - 
ther f; at Ahathucroth his, a wotul he Smes a 
breach betwixt him and his wifes ; *Eftcr.1.10 
at Belſhazzars, terrible blaſphemy _— 
againſt God® : -ar Herods, killing «9,,.,.,, 
of lohn Bapriſt '. What iudgemets 'Mauh. 16.6, 
read we, to have ouertaken men in 
their ſecureeatings : Elah, ſmotren 
and killed while he was drinking * * »iging.15 9, 
the Iſraelites, whilesthe fleſh was yet 
betwixt theis teeth, before it was chew- 
ed, the wrath of the Lord was kindled 
C 2 a7 ainſt 


o "The Brideproome. 
Aum11.33. 3 S 


azainſt them ', Tobs children, the 
heuſe fell pon them at their ban- 
quet ®, I ſay with the Apoltle, 
Theſe things came umo them for et- 
« 4Cor.10.11 (amples e& were written to aamoniſh vs, 
To the end therforeonrreioycings 

and fcaiting atrthis or the like occa- 

ſions, may not bee vnlawtull, two 

things are chictely to be cared for : 

=Firit chat there bea caretull watch- 

ing to preuent exceſle. Gluttony aud 
Drunkennzſſe are works of Darkenes® , 
& Take heea leſt at any time your haris 
eLuk.21.34. # oppreſſed with them, laith our Sa- 
UI.5.1 1. utour ? There 1s a woe to thoſe 
that continue tilthey be izflamed?. 

Month 24 28 It was Ore of the lins of the ould 
 world,eatin? &rdrinking like beaſts a3 
long as the ſtomacke would craue : 
Amans eating ſhould be for /treeth 
not for drunkenneſſe ©, The lecond 
thing to be cared tor, is that God 
be not banithed out of ourthoghts - 
but thar ſtil his preſence may be re- 
mebred & his iudgements.conlide- 
red. The neglett heereat-is called 


a 


"Job.1.19, 


9 Rom.13.13 


/ 
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he a Feeding without Feare ©. Its one, , 
N- a of the comman miſeries of fex- 
le, ffimg now a dayes ; Men (asthey 
te thinke) muſt lay aiideall thoughts 
US, and ſpeeches of Godand Godlines, 
gs orelſe they ſuppoſe they cannot be 
a ſo mery as they would. Truth is 
vo by ſuch meane, they ſhould be re- 
C2 ſtrained from that which is called 
h- mad mirth * , otherwiſe hecreby »Eccl.z.2. 
1d they ſhould be much quickened co 
, _ anholy reioycing. And thus farre 
ris of thoſe two things' out of this 
Ja Text, which concerne the occa't- 
re on; Now itremaineth to ſpeake of 
{1, the things eſpecially intended by 
1d our Sauiour which may concerne 
A3 vs all. Cay the children of the Myriage 
Ce: chamber exc ? HeereI] will teach two 75 P49 
ath dotrines. The one is this : That the 
nd true ground of the ioy and reioycing of 
od Gods people , is and ought , to bee the 
hts - | + preſence of Chrift Teſs. This is that 
re- which our fauiour here maintaine3 
de- that the children of God haue a 
ied kind of immunity from mouning 


a | C2 and 


o_- ee 
—_—_ Ce es nes. 
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and from theſe ſtraiter exerciſes of 
humiliation, when theſpoule of the 
Church the Lord Jelus is among 
the: To cleerc this point,the maner 
of Chriſt; preſence mult be enqui- 
-red into. He is either preſent in bo- 
dy,as he was at the time of ſpea- 
king theſe words, with his diſciples 
or atter a ſpirituall maner, concer- 
ning which is that promiſe, Lee / 
am with you alway , wntill the end of 
the world * : He is ſpiritually pre- 
ſent, either by outward meanes,or 
by inward feeling. The outwar( 
meanes by which he is preſent, are 
the publique miniltry and preach- 
ing ofthe word, and the free vie of 
the facramentes. Hence is it, 
that Chriſt is ſayd to bee in the 
» Math. 18.23 ids of ſuch aſſemblings Y, Iohn 
beheld him in the mids of the ſeauen 
*Rcu.t13.  polzen candleſticks * : The Miniſters 
ofthe Goſpell are ſayd to bee in hs 
ftead * : intheir king, theWife- 
a1.Cor 5-32 ome of God poureth out his minde®, 

Prou,1.23- x 
- vnto the ſons of men. As for in- 
ward 


s Math. 28.20. 


In the new:Teſtamet Samaria had 
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ward feeling, whe the Lord vouch- 


- ſafeth it, hes ſayd to be neere*®, ac- *Pl145..8. 


cording as when hee withdraweth 
it, he is ſayd to ab/en: himſelfe*. So «ppl.7 7 8. 
that now the meaning of the do- | 
&rineis, that the maine matter of 
all ound reioicing vnto Gods chil- 
dren, is the liberty ofthe means of 


' grace,and theeuidence which they 


feel in their ſoules of Gods fauors ? 

Touching reioycing in the out- 

ward means, we haue for example 

the ioy ofthe men of Beth{hemelh 
*$ - 

at the reſtoring of the 4yke ©, the * 15am. 6.13, 


oy which wasin Hieruſalem arthe 


reforming of religis by Hezekia * : ', Chro:40. 
the ſhouting when the foundation 3:. 

ofthe Teple was laid after the cap- 

tiuity 3,theextraordinary gladnes, #zca.3.uu. 
-when the publiqueteaching of the 
Law,which had a longtime beene - 
diſcotinued, was again eſtabliſhed, *Nebe 8.13. 


great ioy,for Philips miniftry *:Pgul iAR.8,8. 


while he lay by the heels yer trium- 
phed becauſe Ehrift was preached®. tphi.s. ig. 


C 4 By 
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By theſe, we ſee how the Children of 


the mariage chaber,take a kind of ho- 
ly contentment, when the Bride- 
groome 13 among them by the out- 
ward means. Now for reioicing in 
the inward cuideces of his preſence , 
to the ſoule & ſpirit, lvok we ypon 
Dauid boaſting in #hat roy of heart, 
which was giuenhim by the Lords 
Polk. iting op of his countenance pon him 
\ vponthe £unach, going on his way 
retoicing,becauſe he felt how faith in 
* A4.8.,z9. Chriſt was wrought in his ſoule® : 
This was Maries 10y, retoicing 177 /þt- 
rit,that ſhe knew God in Chriſt was 
\Luk.r.46. Þecome her Saniour* This is that ioy 
; which is called 1oy #n the holy Ghoſt, 
*Rom. 14.1 7. Peace inbeleen ng ? . Peter termeth it 
da glorieus & wnſpeakable,and Chriſt 
«r.Pet.r8, faith iris ſuch as none car take away*. 
Toh.r6.32, - - This ſeructh very eftefually to 
The yſe, 

. ſhew, that they are none of the 
Bridegroomes Friends, which in theſe 
euidences of his preſence finde ſo 

- little fweetnes. Men reioyceintheir 

, wealth, in their gettings , in their 
| | heath 


the lewels in the earth are not wor- 
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health, intheir beauty,in tacir ho- 
nor, in their belly-cheare, in their 
gay 2pparrell, in the pleaſures of 
jinne, in the cſatisfying of their 
wretched luſts,in the ouerthrow & 
fall oftheir enemies. Such thinges . 
as theſe giue a kind of contentment 
vnto many : But how {ſcarſe are 
they, which vnfainedly reioyce in 
the liberty of the*Gojpell, inthe 
freedome of true religion, inthe 
great mercy and goodnes of God, 
vouchſafing to reucale vnto vs the 
knowledge of himſelfe in Chriſt 
lefus. Whoſe ſpirits are enliued, 
whoſe heart leapeth, like the Bate 
inthe wombe of Elizabeth *,for ioy of "Luk. 1. 44. 
this ineſtimable bleſhng ? Chriſt is 
2 continuall ſuter to vs, by the Mi- 
niſtry of his word, hOdoth in ir 
make loue to our ſoules, he wooeth 


vs, he beſeecheth & entreateth vs 


toenrertaine him, he offreth vnto 
vs many tokens of heauenly kind- 
neſſe,many rich graces to which al! 


thy 


, UN 
\ Þ 
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thy to bee compared. But ( alas ) 
how be theſe things regarded? who 
( generally ) doth not take more 
pleaſurein an idletale or in a ſcur- 
rilous teft,then in theſe particulars. 
Well, we ſee heere,Chriſt accounts 
his preſence in his Church, whither 
in body or in ſpirit, whither viſibly 
or by meanes, to beas the preſence 
of a Bridegroome to his beſt be- 
loued:It we fteele our ſelues to finde 
no cotort in thoſe things whichare | 
reported to be ſo full of cofort; itis 


a ligne weare none of the chilaren of 


the Weddinz , but of thoſe rather, 
which ſhalbe ſhut out & diſmiſſed 
with that heauy voyce, when yet 
they ſhall beg & delire to come in, 
Depart from me 1 doe not know you. 
The next Dottrine hence to bee 
obſerued is, That it # the wiſedome 
and duty of gods chilaron inthe daies of 
their rewycing and then when they haue 


moſt comfort by the Bridegroomes pre- 
ſence, yet to thinke pon and to make 
prou;fion for a change. Our Sauiour 


here 


The Bridegroome. . 37 


here fairh, that albeit he now victh 
his diſciples ſomewhat tenderly , 
theſe being (as it were) the daies of 
his firſt acquaintance , yet they 
muſt not thinke to liue ſo alwaies, 
bur know rather, that there bee 
times of more ſtraightnes, and of 
greater ſadnes to be looked for. So 
that it 15 plaine-, that it is the wiſe- 
dome of Gods children, in the 
daics of their greateſt ioy to bein 
continuall expetation of atime of 
morning - As the Bridegroame ts 
with them, (0 they muſt remember 
that the Bridezroome may be taken 

om them. For this cauſe Chriit of- 
ten told his diſciples of hauing afflt- 
Eton in the world *, ot weeping & la- 
mentina,when the world was tocund *, 
of drinking in his cup.? of being hated 
#f all men *. T he poore Tewes were 
in perplexity, while the King and Ha- 
man fate drinking tn the palace *. We 
mutt reſolue to paſſe through ma+ 
ny ſtormes, before we attaine tothe 
End of our Faith the ſaluation of our 
ſonles 


* Toh. 16, 3 
* ſoh, 16. bs 


7 TOTS Ls 
* Math, 24. g. 
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d x, Pet. 1, 9, ſoules >. It is worth the noting, how 


God inall ages, hath kepta kind of 
cotinual entcrcourle in his churca, 
betwixt peace and perſecution, be- 
twixt quietnes and trouble. It hath 
neither been alwaies vnder the 
croſle,nor aiwates flouriſhing'in an 
outward ſetlednes. Sometimes in 
kingdoes & ſtates, the goſpell hath 
been freely preached, the ſacramets 
ordinarily adminiſtred , publique 
aſſemblies vſually trequered, with- 
out danger : Sometimes againe it 
hath been intermitted , nay it hath 
been banithed & perſecuted, and it 
hath been as much as a mans life 
hath been worth, to be knowne to 
profeſle it. Andasis the ſtate of the 
church in general,fo is it of Chriſti- 
ans in particuiar. Sometimes they 
hear the Bridegroomes voice ſecretly 


& ſweetly ſpeaking peace to their 


foules by his ſpirit,and this cauſeth 
much comfort, ſometimes they be 
much perplexed with doubtings & 


. fadpaſſions, and this occaſtoneth a 


great 
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great deale of ſorrow : Sometimes 


' they haue the wotce of toy and delt- 


weragce in their tabernacles ©,&lome- « pr. 118, rg. 
times again*; bitter griefe in tteed of 
Felicity *. How then can it but bee 41c. 38.17, 
wiſedometo expett affliction && tri- 
bulation. The expeRation ofit can- T x; 
not haiten it, nay, it may preuent 
it,at the leſt it ſhall cauſc it to be the 
moreealte when it commeth. 
Here is a neceflary aduertilement 
for vs. Wee now through Gods 
goodnes,do cnioy the Bridegroomes 
preſence , his voyce ſoundeth 
amongſt vsin the day!y miniſtry. 
Happy were weeitt wereioycedin. 
it, as we ſhould, It we do, yetlet vs 
not forgette that the Bridegroome 
may be taken from vs & that there 
may come daies of greater deſola- 
tion. \Whocantell, nay (con{ider- 
ing our linnes) who hath not rea-- 
ſorto ſcare, that God will take a- 
way from vs the meanes of grace, 
and depriue vs of the comfortable- 
nes of his bleſſed word in the com- 
mons 


The Ft, 


. 
CE es ett, 
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mones thereof? when we ſhyll te a 
dimning ofluch Lights, by whoſe: * 
bright ſhining many hauebeen c0- 
forted ; when we lhall behold Pul- 
pits taken vp, with ſuch Prophets as 
looke out cv ame os fooliſh things for the 
people, not labourirg (as they thould) 
* Lam. 2, 14, #0 diſconer their Iniquitie, ©, when we 
{hall inde in the multitude ſuch a 
groſnes of heart, as was ſometimes 
in thoſe of eruſalem,when,they did 
not know the things which belonzed to 
0.Luk. 19.43, their peace *, thEn ler vs feare the 
Bride:reomes going. The preſent 
condition of the times ſhould 
worke ſomewhat with vs: we ſee or 
may ſce, what working , and what 
_ plotting there is among Papiſts, by 
trechcricand bloudy de '1gnes, to 
put ovtthe Light ot the goſpell, & 
tocauſe the voice of the Brideor. 
vtterly to ceaſe. And yet alas we 
fit ſtil} as if there were no danger. It 
is now verified, which was faid of 
old,The Lord did call onto weeping & 
mourning , but behold, ioy and gladyes, 
eating 
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eating F leſh and drinking wine" Thus we *1C, 22.12; 


0-0N in a kind of beſotted courſe,till 13s 
dart ſtrike through our liver 44 an oxe that 
goeth to the ſlaughter , or as a F oole to the 
ſtockes for Correttion' : Oh that there ipco.5.u2- 
might bea generall hambling of our 33s 
ſelues before the Lord,teares running 
Howne 45 ariuer, and,our Hearts crying to 
the Lord *, That miſchiefe may re- « Lam. z. 
turne vpon the heads ofthe cotrivers, at 
& that tor his names ſake, for his truths 


. fake, for his ſon Chriſts lake, the glori- 


ous goſpell ofhis ſonne, the gracious 


; voice of the Bridegroome may be coti- 


nued with vs to the end of the world. 
We have juſt cauſe to feare the begin- 
nings of Gods iudgemets , & yet with 

al to admireeuec his lothnes to depart, 
like that ofold , when the glory of the 
Lord departed by degrees, firſt from the 
Cherub, tothe doore of the houſe * , then , i. 
to the entry of the gate of the Lords houſe®, "_ 
then from the mid/? of the city to the moun- * Ver. 19, 
taine towards the eaſt fide of the city? .The r. Ch. «1. 
Lord would as it were hauevs toen- 24+ 
treat him, he looketh to bee importu- 
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ned.Let vs therfore cuen this day wow 
4PC1;2.2 Unto the mighty God of Tacob®, that weil * 
* Pl.132.2. Preferre leruſalem to our chieft toy” , and 
that we will cue wra/tle with the Bride- 
tGrr ,, £100meas Iacob did with the Angel f.Oh 
Gen,z2. © 2 DO SES + ; 
ms 26 tfany thing may keep him yer with vs, 
T5. ſure he ſhall not depart. It were better 
1i to faſt betore to keep him with vs, the 
to faſt whe heis gone,to reſtore him to 
vs:Better to weepe in $10n, -to pre- 
uent Babell, then when we lit 5y the ri- 
wersof Babell, to weepe for Sion © : This , 
37-1: 1s the maine vſc. Albeit the aduertiſe- 
met may be turther ſtretched, ro eue- 
ry prinate Chriſtian. Doſt thou now 
feele in thy ſelfe,cuideces & pledges of 
the fauor of God in Chriſt leſs, it is 
good to reioice in them,itis good alſo 
to know that it is poſhble tor them to 
be ouerclouded for a time,& that the 
Lord may call thee to ſome inward 
ii i conflicts : Make ready cherefore for 
| 


Pſy 


the Combat : The Brideoroome goeth » 
f & cometh not only by giuing and re- 

| moouing the outward meancs, but by 
giving & remoouing inward feeling. | 
fs FIN IS. 

? 


